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MELISSA’S JOURNAL FARES AIT KHELIFA

PARIS, 2003 lamived in Pads inthe beainning of the year 2003 andit was exciting forme tomeat up with Sophie Eberhard,
Walf gang Molitor and Chrstian Yanin from the NEP S netwark, They werereallynice tome andcared somuch forwhat they did,
davinand dayv out, | wantto give special thanks to Sophie who helped with the translation from Frenchto English and myvwhole
stay in Pans,

While in Pans | metastudent bythe name of Fares Alt Khelifa who'was great, He was a student ab La Vile Pour Ecole, Always
with & big srmile, he showed an enthusiasm for what he was leaming and was happyto beinthe program. Whye Wel ...

Fares was from Algens, which makes this more of an interesting story, | had thechance to talk with Fares about how it felt to
corne from algeds to Pars and start his life overand about hiz goals, dreams, and what newthings hewas leaming and what it
was like bo beliving in one of the most rormantic and beautitul cities in the word.

Fares grew up in Algerdaand heard about La Yille Pour Ecole in Pars through a fiend he had met af some Cultural center in
Algeta, After headng about the program he went home totalk wath his family about this Altemative education program in Pans
and hiow hewould like to start leaming French, He was lucky because his fathercurrently had been livingin Pans, So, his family
gave himthechance and agreedtolet himattendthe school. He had noideaabout bhis program and was excited o leave Algeda
and move to Pars with his father,

He started attending La Ville Pour Ecole and was introduced to a lol of newand exciting programs, He started withintemahips
and now has expetience with plumbing, radio broadcasting, editing, and video, He took lessons and workshops swithin the
school and started making some of kis ovn peraonal projects, This was all new for kir and donein one vear and a half,

| azked himif he ever had any of these experences before and his eveslightered up and he said, *NolMever!l In &lgedathere
ig ro waylo discover about jobs orintemahips through school, There are very few possibilities, intemsahips means working for
e, Ih Algedain ordertostart anintemship, vou haveto gothrough & higherlevel of school*

[ azked hin what has changed since he has beenin Pads and he said, "V self confident now, Before | use to depend on my
farily, but now I feelindependent, lamable to doalot of newthings withaut help from my family.”

Last queation! \What adsvse would wvou give to some atherstudent or peraon who was o come ackoss an apportubity ik e this
oret His reply,

“Thewshould knowthat bhey sl have the chance to discover diff erent
subjects and work in fields of Eheir own interest. Theywill have the possibility  BEESTI TR LR 4112111
tarmeet greatteachers snd have areflection about theirfutures,
Thesyrmust nok miss this chanceto be a part of this schoolandtotake allthe
possibilities theycould. IFthere is no Motivation, Il they dont care about
school they vl fail, Y ou always have ta be self confident or vau sl fail*
"Harg onto life most impotantly, have sell confidence and never give upl®

Melissa Smyﬁm*euza




